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Society of 5s. 3d. per confinement is surely not a proof
that "many medical men are willing" to accept such
terms. He tells us that the fee paid to him for a confine-
ment does not exceed sixpence. To reach this conclusion
he has to spread the fee of 30s., which is his lowest, over a
daily attendance for fourteen days, to regard the interview
withhim for making the engagement as a visit, and to include
one or two possible night visits. This seems to us very
far-fetched. We all know that many of the cases of a busy
obstetrician take only a short time, and require very few
subsequent visits. Bat if Dr. Rentoul’s own fee of 30s. is
so inadequate, why did he represent to Lord Cranbrook that
many men were willing to go for less than the fourth of that
sum? Again, referring to Dr. Rentoul’s attempt to answer
our remark that the tendency of his arguments or of his
agitation is to create a new class of medical women, 11 I do
hold," he says, "that the midwife must give place to the
woman doctor, just as the barber surgeon has been displaced ’’
by the modern surgeon," but he does not tell us how the
10,000 midwives are to be got rid of. The midwife has
survived the barber surgeon, and is recognised as a fact,
to the number of 10,000, by law, by the profession, and
by the public. We approve legislation that would provide
a respectable woman with some training for ordinary cases ;
but we object to more than this. We do not want medical
women imported into this business, and the proposal is un-
fortunate and uncalled for. Midwifery is laborious work
for men, a fortiori for women. In the simplest cases the
midwife may act. It is not conceivable that any legislation
would absolutely forbid her acting. But it might do two
things. Indeed the necessity for its doing two things is
urgent-viz . to stop the practice of midwifery by the in-
competent, and to insure an amount of training that will
enable a midwife to know when a case is abnormal, and
impose a solemn obligation on her in such circumstances
to send for a medical man.-ED. L.
THE MICROBE OF MALARIAL FEVER.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-It was only a few days ago that my attention was
drawn to the annotation in your issue of Dec. 6th, 1890, in
which you refer to a statement from a Monsieur Daruty,
who styles himself Director of the Microbiological Labora-
tory of the Royal Academy of Arts and Sciences of
Mauritius, contradicting the assertion I made in my article
on the discovery of the malarial parasite in Mauritius (THE
LANCET, Aug. 23rd, 1890). I beg strongly to protest against
any criticism upon my researches coming from Monsieur
Daruty’s pen, for the simple reason that that gentleman,
who has never left his native isle, is not a competent person
to form an opinion on the subject which my paper treats.
Monsieur Daiuty is the curator of a small museum in
Port Louis, and as such he is responsible to the Govern-
ment for the microscope which belongs to that institu-
tion. I am astonished at his assertion that I showed him
my specimens, whereas only one out of the sixty that
I took from the fifteen patients I examined actually came
under his observation, and that by a mere accident, whilst,
together with a fellow-graduate of the London University,
I was examining that specimen under the microscope of the
museum. I remember his remarking that the solid, small
round body, seen in profile, adherent to the disc of a red
corpuscle, was a vacuole, but we treated the remark as it
deserved, and I never again had occasion to use the museum
microscope. Several of the specimens revealed this sessile
pearl-like body (distinctly seen to be solid when caught in
profile), and also the non-nucleated pigmented spheroids
which are a further development of the former, but I was
not positively certain at the time that these were the
parasites I was looking for; it was only after my return to
France, after seeing Professor Laveran’s specimens, that I
became convinced of their identity with these.
In conclusion, I beg to state that Dr. Chevreau, who was
not in the Mauritius when I was there, and who never saw
my specimens, speaks sans connaissance de cause in his..
criticism on my researches. Begging you to insert this.
letter in THE LANCET,
I remain, Sirs, yours faithfully,
DANIEL E. ANDERSON, M.B" B.A., B.Se.Lond., &c.
Paris, Feb. 10th, 1891.
AMBULANCE CLASSES FOR THE MERCANTILE
MARINE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-Some influential nautical men have inaugurated
this work in Liverpool, so that at no distant date it may
fairly be expected few vessels will leave this port without.
at least one mate or seaman holding the certifiate of the
St. John Ambulance Association. This movement,
initiated as it has been by employers and not by seamen
themselves, marking the commencement of a new era in,
marine sanitation, induced me on the 9th inst. to address
a respectful letter to the manager of the Shipping Federa-
tion, pointing out that, as these classes were to be
" 
specially adapted for sea service," the medical instructors
should include in the course the subjects of ship sanitation
and personal hygiene, and that the practical result would
be that insanitary conditions on shipboard could in future.
be respectfully reported to the owners and the Board of
Trade by these men who were trained in the ambulance
course. But one practical difficulty I have submitted in a
letter to the leading Liverpool shipping paper-viz., "Will
not masters, mates, engineers, and seamen holding Ambu-
lance certificates hesitate to use their knowledge by sub-
mitting to their employers anything like a report upon
insanitary matters lest their personal interests should
suffer thereby? In fact, somewhat like the ship’s surgeons.
of to- day, who, possessing no locus standi on shipboard, are
tempted to shut their ears to seamen’s complaints of faulty
ventilation. I feel so strongly the vital importance of this.
subject that I have solicited the opinion of the profession’
through THE LANCET and British Medical Journal." With-
out further encroaching upon your valuable space,
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
CHARLES HENRY LEFT, F.R.C S.,
Late Surgeon-Major Royal Engineers.
Sea.forth, Liverpool, Feb. 23rd, 1891.
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LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
Discussion on Cremation cct the Medical Institution.
THERE was a well-attended meeting at the Medical
Institution on the 12th inst., a large number of
members being present, to hear Dr. Hope’s paper on
the subject of cremation, and to vote for or against
the following resolution:- "That this Society reco-
gnises the sanitary advantages of cremation as a means
of disposal of the dead, and considers the establishment of
a crematorium in Liverpool, under suitable regulations, as.
free from objection." Dr. Hope’s paper was studiously
moderate, showing the advantages of cremation as
a means of disposal of the dead and meeting the-
various arguments against it. While admitting all the
advantages of our present reformed burial system,
he contended that there must be great difficulty before long.
in acquiring the large quantity of land which will be
necessary for burial purposes, it being requisite to provide
for the disposal of the bodies of the 15,000 who die annually
within the city of Liverpool and its suburbs. The discus-
sion, in which many members and two lay visitors-Mr.
Alfred Holt, ex-chairman of the Dock Board, and Mr.
Boulnois, City Engineer-took part, was very interesting.
The general feeling was in favour of cremation as a.
voluntary principle, and the resolution was carried by an
overwhelming majority.
Royal Southern Hospital Nurses’ Home.
The new nurses’ home in connexion with the Royal
Southern Hospital, which has just been completed, was
opened on Feb. 14th. The new home, which adjoins the
hospital, has accommodation of a very complete character
for forty nurses, each nurse having a separate bedroom,
while the bath and sanitary arrangements are in the best
style. The nursing institution in connexion with this
